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standard of 21. 


strongest Attantic Basin hurricane on record, based 

upon a minimum central barometric pressure of 26.05 f 
inches (882 millibars), Wilma later moved over Cozumel 
island fon October 





21) and battered the northeastern tip of 
the Yucatan Peninsula before veering toward southern Florida. 


On October 24, Wilma made landfall at 6:30 a.m: EDT just 
maximum sastained winds near 125 m.p.h. According to 
Wilma was the fourth major hurricane (category 3 Or 
greater than 110 m.p.h.) to strike the US, this year, breaking thie record of three set in 
1893 and 2004, Wilma cut a destructive swath across southern Blorida, battering the 
region’s citrus, sugarcane, and specialty ¢rops, including fall-s€asen vegetables and 
nurseries. Wilma exited southern Florida’s heavily populated east Coast near West Palm 
Beach just 4 hours after landfall. 
named storm of the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season on October 22, eclipsing 


Meanwhile in the Caribbean Sea, Alpha became the 22nd 
the 1933 


A day later, Alpha made landfall in the Dominican Republic near Barahona 
before weakening into a tropical depression and racing*northward. 


is:45 1 im: 
GOES-East VIS 
Oct. 27, 2005 
11:45 am EDT 


On October 19, while centered about 325 miles 
southeast of Cozume), Mexico, Wilma became the a ae 





HIGHLIGHTS 
October 16 - 22, 2005 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


rior to the October 24 passage of Hurricane Wilma 
across southern Florida, mild, relatively tranquil 
Significant 


P 


weather prevailed across the United States. 
precipitation was focused from the Southwest to the 
Northeast along the path of a compact disturbance. Near- 
to below-normal temperatures were confined to southern 
California and the Great Lakes region, while weekly 
readings averaged as much as 10°F above normal in the 


Northwest. Although Northwestern warmth promoted 
winter wheat emergence, more rain was needed to ensure 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Moisture 


SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE 


OCT 


SLIGHTLY 
DRY FAVORABLY 


MOIST 


SLIGHTLY 
DRY | 


FAVORABLY 
MOIST 


FAVORABLY 
MOIST 
CROP MOISTURE 


DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS) 

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE, 
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK 
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND END 
OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS 
OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS 
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, 


OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55F. 


IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET 
SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 


22, 2005 
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UPDATED WEEKLY 


SLIGHTLY 

DRY 
FAVORABLY 
MOIST 


SLIGHTLY 
DRY 


Computer generated contours 
Based on preliminary reports 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
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EXCESSIVELY DRY 
SEVERELY DRY 


EXTREMELY DRY 
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oisture Index 


SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE 
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SHADED AREAS 

INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 

ABOVE 3. EXCESSIVELY WET. SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

2703 TOO WET. SOME STANDING WATER 

1702 SOME FIELDS TOO WET. PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 
oTmO1 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 

0 TO -1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

-1 TO -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 

-2 TO -3 DRYNESS EASED BUT FIELDS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 
-3 TO -4 SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES. MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW -4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN. STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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5°“ UNSHADED AREAS 

” INDEX DECREASED 
ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
21703 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED. WORK DELAYED 
11702 FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
0701 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
0 TO -1 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT. GERMINATION SLOW si 
-1 10 -2 ABNORMALLY DRY. PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
-2 TO -3 EXCESSIVELY DRY. YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
-3 TO -4 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
BELOW -4 EXTREMELY DRY. MOST CROPS RUINED 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


BASED ON PRELIMINARY DATA 
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U.S. Drought Monitor § °teber.18,,2008 


Drought intensity: Drought Impact Types: 

[8 DO Abnormally Dry tf” Delineates dominant impacts 
Gi D1 Drought - Moderate A= Agricultural (crops, pastures, 
{]] D2 Drought - Severe grasslands) 
D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water) 

8 D4 Drought - Exceptional (No type = Both impacts) 


USDA op " 
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. ee Nation ai¥ Drought Mitigation Center 
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. Released Thursday, October 20, 2005 
http://drought.unl.edu/dm Author: David Miskus, JAWF/CPC/NOAA 























Total Precipitation (Inches) 


OCT 16 - 22, 2005 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 


OCT 16 = 22, 2005 





CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


OCT 16 - 22, 2005 











CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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(Continued from front cover) 

proper autumn establishment. Farther south, 
harvesting advanced with few delays in 
California’s Central Valley, but locally 
heavy showers hampered fieldwork in the 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


Valley. Meanwhile on the Plains, midweek 
showers across central portions of the region 
interrupted an otherwise mild, dry regime. 
Summer crop harvesting advanced on the 
southern Plains, while conditions favored 
winter wheat emergence and establishment 
across the remainder of the Plains. Farther 
east, mid- to late-week showers slowed 
Midwestern fieldwork, following an 
extended period favorable for winter wheat 
planting and corn and soybean harvesting. 
Rainfall locally topped 2 inches across | \ smiunis. \.) 
the southern Corn Belt. Elsewhere, late- ~~“ 





4 ’ Py ay TS 
Yhhy XLS A 
ae, /// Mm 
BE EK XA? 
‘ re f/f / 
My WINE 
/ 
LL 


Southwest, including the lower Colorado WA 





week rain maintained soggy conditions and 
caused some renewed flooding in the Northeast, while warm, 
dry weather promoted rapid harvesting of remaining summer 
crops across the South. A few showers fell along the 
southern Atlantic Coast, with some locally heavy rain along 
Florida’s east coast well in advance of Wilma’s arrival. 


Heavy rain lingered early in the week across northern New 
England, where daily-record totals for October 16 included 
1.90 inches in Houlton, ME, and 1.77 inches on Mt. 
Mansfield, VT. Meanwhile, a slow-moving storm dropped 
heavy rain and caused local flash flooding in the Southwest. 
In southern California, daily-record totals for October 17 
included 2.50 inches in Sandberg, 2.15 inches in Palmdale, 
1.70 inches in Thermal, and 1.34 inches in Palm Springs. 
Thermal’s daily rainfall accounted for 48 percent of its 
normal annual total of 3.53 inches. In southern Nevada, Las 
Vegas’ 0.94-inch rainfall on October 18 boosted its month-to- 
date sum to 1.42 inches, eclipsing its October 1992 record of 
1.22 inches. Farther east, daily-record totals included 1.40 
inches (on October 18) in St. George, UT, and 1.68 inches (on 
October 20) in Springfield, IL. Cooler air trailed the storm, 
resulting in the first freeze of the autumn on October 20 in 
Wisconsin locations such as Green Bay (31°F) and LaCrosse 
(32°F). The average date of the season’s first freeze is 
October 4 in Green Bay and October 10 in LaCrosse. 


Record warmth prevailed in advance of the disturbance 
emerging from the Southwest. In Florida, Tallahassee 
posted four consecutive daily-record highs (90, 91, 90, and 
90°F) from October 18-21. Meanwhile, Joplin, MO (93°F on 
October 19), marked its latest 90-degree heat, breaking a 
record established with a high of 90°F on October 14, 1963. 
Other locations topping 90°F included Medicine Lodge, KS 
(94°F on October 17), and Tulsa, OK (91°F on October 18 
and 19). In addition, dry weather persisted across most of the 
South, excluding the Atlantic Coastal Plain. Through 
October 22, month-to-date rainfall totaled less than one-tenth 
of an inch in locations such as New Orleans, LA (0.04 inch), 


and Tallahassee (0.08 inch). Meanwhile, the Mississippi 
cities of Jackson, Columbus, and McComb were among 
several Southern locations still awaiting their first drop of 
October rain. 


In contrast, heavy rain returned to the Northeast toward 
week’s end. In Providence, RI, a daily-record rainfall (0.90 
inch) on October 22 lifted its month-to-date sum to 13.18 
inches, representing the highest October and monthly totals 
on record (previously, 11.89 inches in October 1962 and 
12.74 inches in April 1983, respectively). Rain continued to 
break October records in the Northeast, where month-to- 
date totals climbed to 14.37 inches at New York’s Central 
Park (previously, 13.31 inches in 1903); 13.83 inches in 
Hartford, CT (previously, 11.61 inches in 1955); 12.94 
inches in Worcester, MA (previously, 10.98 inches in 
1955); 12.07 inches in Allentown, PA (previously, 7.64 
inches in 1943); and 7.85 inches in Philadelphia, PA 
(previously, 6.66 inches in 1902). 


Across mainland Alaska, mild weather boosted weekly 
temperatures 6 to 12°F above normal. McGrath tallied 
daily-record highs of 48 and 49°F on October 19 and 20, 
respectively. | However, heavy precipitation was also 
observed in parts of southern and western Alaska, where 
Nome collected a daily-record total of 0.62 inch on October 
17. In southwestern Alaska, Bethel noted measurable 
precipitation on each day from October 16-22, totaling 2.69 
inches, and received 6.3 inches of snow on October 21-22. 
Meanwhile in Hawaii, cool weather accompanied 
occasional showers. On Oahu, Honolulu’s temperatures 
averaged nearly 4°F below normal from October 19-22, 
while rainfall totaled 0.98 inch. Rainfall became locally 
heavy at week’s end, when 24-hour totals on October 22-23 
reached 5.75 inches on Kauai’s Mt. Waialeale, 3.80 inches 
at Oahu’s Manoa Lyon Arboretum, and 3.52 inches at 
West Wailuaiki, Maui. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 22, 2005 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 


STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION ReLAIve Pues CEOS 
AND PERCENT | TEMP. F] PRECIP 


STATIONS 








AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 

MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE SEPO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE SEPO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 











BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 
FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
FRESNO 
LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 
CO SPRINGS 
DENVER INTL 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 
WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
LIHUE 
BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 63 
SIOUX CITY 66 
64 
69 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 22, 2005 


STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION RELATIVE [NUMBER OF DAYS) 


HUMIDITY ; 
AND PERCENT | TEMP. ‘F] PRECIP 


STATIONS 











AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
DEPARTURE 
on w nue BWM SN OB FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
SINCE SEPO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE SEPO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 








WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
KALISPELL 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 62 
MANSFIELD 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 





~ 
> 
or 
pes 


N“N 
w 
a] 
wo 
oo 
Be 
> 
@) 
Al 
€ 
Sa) 
ov 


nN 
N 
o 
a 
> 
nN 


wo 
w 
a 
oo 
oO 
N 


~ 
uo 
peal 
oO 
w 
@ 
g 
> 
> 


N“N 
J 
> 
fos) 
Q 
o 
oo 
for) 
eos 
N 


R 

g 
3 
54 


8 
g 


ro 
nN 
Pr 
r=} 
1] 
’= 
N 


~“_ 
N 
> 
& be 
12222 8 
EXANSBRLSBRE AVERAGE 
= 
on 
NN 
aw 
oo 


w 
ao 
> 
for) 
= 
> 
w 
y 
@ 


> 
© 
n 
N 
aA 
N 
iN) 
a 
= 


> 
NN 
cea] 
b 
=> 
° 
oe 
> 
o 


> 
Ny 
o— 
© 


FRSRRELLS 

o 
@ 

a 

nN 

> 

un 

oOo 


OW Ww Ww 
a -N Ww 
-heHL 
awash 
own wo 
ounoo 
ur qo 
22838 


ON WWW 
RSSoRaN 
awhphp 
SS2SR GG 
asaesragy 
RON = 
RPBSXRsssa 
oa a 2) an 
SBESERILS 


uo 
= 
a 
N 
oO 
© 
wo 
= 


worhaanans 

PP ADRWOAIDHD 
@2RRSRRIVSGSLCIS 
eowaaajnoe an 


> 
oO 
a] 
> 
g 


o> 
a= 
ag 
ou 
o > 
oo 


- 

Ls] 

BA 
ur 
= 


w 
N 
or 
Ny 
os 
o 


w 
oa 
a 
= 
= 
= 


n 
© 
ro) 
N 

a 

° 


w 
o 
un 
o 
‘= 
nN 


nN 
) 
a 
So 

ry 

N 


oe 
Nx 
> 
N 

on 

N 


on 
ran) 
o 
N 

> 

o 


c= 
oo 
uo 
ao 
w 
co 


> 
o 
> 
eo 
fo) 
a 


> 
Oo 
> 
N 
ro) 
o 


> 
nN 
LS 
o 
uo 
uo 


S 
Np 
un 
oO 
2 
o 


os 
= 
os 
fo) 
fo) 
ab 


= 
a 
Q 
oO 
eo 
nN 


> 
© 
for] 
ao 
> 
nN 


ur 
= 
to] 
o 
> 
a 


2 
o 
2 
a 
[2] 
LS) 


uo 

= 

z 
on 
o 


on 
a 
fez] 
@ 
wo 
o@ 


wo 
N 
> 
o 
a 
= 


w 
w 
> 
oa 
o 


w 
N 
LS 
N 

z 


wo 
wo 
c— 
wo 
4] 
@o 


wo 
ro) 
> 
N 
> 
a 


w 
Np 
‘= 
a 
uo 
N 


= 
oO 
Sa] 
o 
b-2 
eo 


& 
uo 
a 
on 
A) 


w 
pb 
Para) N 
> 
Be 5 
, ' 
an 
NO@ e 
coooooco 
Ce ae ko tn ee ie OG OOO. SO. OOO RUN DY Jct OO AN ROOD LLLLONNANNELDWO SHO: ON'N OS 


& 


> 
i=) 
os 
o 

' 
a) 
ae 





NNAB POR OON FF WN = 
Pah uO OOO ON) dO LOUU SON ON OCONONN OO OO MONGOME 20190989 F210 SANDE SOP 
=maooococeo= + 
Ne ne OOOO Oi AO: Oa Mi didied BAORQDASEODOSESxADSDORESOOAEDA1ADAOCODPSA*2OSO8EA >>> eC 


oO 

































































> 
g 
2 
$ 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
LW) 
0 
0 
0 
iY) 
re 


Not Available 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin October 25, 2005 
Weather Data for the Week Ending October 22, 2005 
STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION mauaare Tansee 
AND PERCENT | TEMP. ‘F] PRECIP 
STATIONS 











a AVERAGE 
a MAXIMUM 
b AVERAGE 
° MINIMUM 

EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
Low 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
OnNOoanaann = oO FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE SEP01 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE SEP01 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 


RRL PACE 
TOLEDO 


YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Not Available 
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Week Ending October 23, 2005 
Weekly U.S. Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 


Winter Wheat Percent Planted Percent Harvested Cotton Percent Bolls 


56 32 75 62 63 97 

13 10 93 84 81 
100 96 87 71 86 100 

93 82 97 90 94 95 83 

92 73 72 59 71 92 91 

86 68 66 50 52 89 83 

91 83 98 91 81 

96 90 91 82 63 100 99 

68 49 95 85 86 99 

98 93 97 95 97 100 100 

98 96 67 52 56 97 95 94 
20 6 95 89 89 95 90 96 
85 73 15 8 12 100 100 
90 81 96 87 81 90 82 74 
55 48 79 66 73 100 100 100 

96 94 84 88 

76 68 73 58 45 15 States planted 99% of 
95 87 81 72 66 last cotton 


These 18 States planted 91% of These 18 States harvested 95% of Cotton Percent Harvested 
last winter wheat last 





Winter Wheat Percent Corn Percent Harvested 36 34 41 


33 26 28 
88 73 55 
20 t 23 10 56 

2 1 33 23 42 
91 83 3 0 0 
47 33 98 89 72 
62 22 89 74 77 
51 21 84 67 48 
74 55 35 20 51 
71 47 17 9 32 
39 19 36 26 43 
69 57 66 44 42 
90 84 27 26 25 

2 2 A 40 30 38 
54 25 
72 64 These 15 States harvested 99% of 


21 16 last cotton 
85 69 


48 38 
68 48 





















































18 States planted 91% of These 18 States harvested 94% of 
last winter wheat last year's corn acreage. 
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Week Ending October 23, 2005 
Weekly U.S. Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 


Percent Mature Rice Percent Harvested Wheat Crop Condition by 
Percent 


97 94 98 
75 92 80 90 
97 99 
80 99 97 99 
97 92 93 
98 100 100 100 
39 96 
42 24 6 States harvested 100% of 
89 83 last rice 
97 
85 82 Sunflowers Percent Harvested 


as 
oO 
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35 30 
65 35 
20 50 
16 78 
21 66 
28 59 
32 53 
17 71 
41 56 
36 49 
32 58 
15 73 
20 63 
35 51 
30 44 
40 41 
39 25 
43 36 
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11 States planted 97% of 
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99 97 These 4 States harvested 87% of 
29 19 24 last year’s sunflowers acreage. PrevWk NA NA NA 
79 73 78 Prev Yr 0 22 56 
56 40 42 Sugarbeets Percent Harvested 














Cotton Crop Condition by 
81 73 63 . Percent 
59 42 41 
12 8 5 
44 39 53 
86 64 ~=52 
68 66 65 











These 4 States harvested 82% of 
11 States harvested 98% of last year’s sugarbeets acreage. 











last 


Peanuts Percent Harvested 


75 48 74 

85 68 89 

68 54 71 

66 45 89 A 

72 44 59 

34 21 33 Prev Wk 
84 63 85 Prev Yr 


SIMISCI[O/OlA | ALOINIOIN[OIN/[O|N 


7 States harvested 96% of 
last 
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; 
Week 
Weekly U.S. Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 


Pasture and Range Crop Condition by Percent VP - Very Poor; 
Week Oct 2005 P - Poor; 

F - Fair; 

G - Good; 

EX - Excellent 


16 36 NH 
36 31 NJ 
30 33 NM 
22 16 NY 
22 41 4 NC 
18 29 ND 
20 23 
10 30 
17 47 
9 47 
20 38 
17 43 
23 31 
15 40 
35 32 
32 30 
9 31 
17 41 
19 33 
24 44 
8 28 
39 19 
23 38 
17 35 
21 33 Prev Wk 
4 33 Prev Yr 


NA - Not Available; 
* Revised 


National crop conditions for selected 
States are weighted based on the 
year 2004 planted acres. 
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Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Above-normal temperatures across most of the 
Nation were favorable for summer crop 
maturation and winter wheat emergence. Only 
in the Great Lakes region and southern 
California did temperatures average below 
normal. Dry weather across the Southeast, 
Mississippi Delta, and southern Great Plains 
were favorable for harvesting summer crops, 
especially cotton. Moderate rainfall across the 
Ohio Valley, southern Corn Belt, and central 
Great Plains hampered fieldwork somewhat, but 
mostly dry conditions across the northern Corn 





Corn: Growers had harvested 65 percent of their acreage, 
12 percentage points ahead of last year and 3 points ahead of 
normal. Harvest progressed rapidly in the western Corn Belt and 
neighboring areas of the Great Plains, advancing 25 points in lowa, 
23 points in Minnesota, and 20 points in South Dakota under mostly 
dry conditions. Meanwhile, harvest neared completion in the 
Southeast, at 97 percent in North Carolina and Tennessee, while 
producers in Kentucky and Texas producers had reaped 93 percent 
of their crop. Harvest progress was 25 points ahead of normal in 
Michigan but 22 points behind normal in Colorado. 


Soybeans: Harvest advanced to 87 percent complete, compared 
with 78 percent last year and 79 percent for the 5-year average. 
Ohio Valley growers were most active, with Indiana and Kentucky 
growers harvesting 16 percent of their acreage during the week. 
Harvest neared completion in the lower Delta and Iowa, Nebraska, 
and North Dakota. Progress was at or ahead of the normal pace in 
all States, with Michigan and Tennessee producers exceeding their 
normal harvest pace by 26 and 30 points, respectively. 


Winter Wheat: Eighty-six percent of the crop had been sown, 
2 points ahead of last year and the 5-year average. Arkansas 
growers planted nearly one-fourth of their acreage during the week, 
but as a region, the Corn Belt showed the most progress, with nearly 
one-fifth of Illinois’, Indiana’s, and Missouri’s acreage being 
seeded. Progress was behind normal in the Pacific Northwest but 
generally ahead of normal elsewhere. Meanwhile, acreage emerged 
reached 65 percent, 1 point behind last year but 2 points ahead of 
normal. The crop emerged rapidly in the Corn Belt under warm 
conditions, advancing 40 points in Illinois, 30 points in Indiana, and 
20 points or more in Michigan, Missouri, and Ohio. The crop was 
most advanced in Colorado and Nebraska, at 91 percent and 
90 percent emerged, respectively. As with planting progress, 
emergence trailed behind normal in the Pacific Northwest but was 
mostly ahead of normal in other areas. 


Cotton: Acreage with open bolls advanced to 94 percent, 
6 points ahead of last year but the same as the 5-year average. 
Nearly all fields had open bolls across the Southeast, except in 
Georgia, where just 92 percent of fields had open bolls, 4 points 
behind normal. California’s crop advanced 12 points but remained 
behind normal. Progress was at or ahead of the normal pace in most 
other States. Harvest advanced to 44 percent complete, 3 points 
ahead of last year but 3 points behind normal. Growers in the Delta 
were most active, advancing 22 points in Tennessee, 17 points in 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Belt and northern Great Plains favored corn and 
soybean harvest and winter wheat planting. 
Additional rainfall in the Northeast maintained 
excessive soil moisture in the region. Farther 
west, alow pressure system brought welcomed 
precipitation to the Southwest and central 
Rocky Mountains, while the northern and 
southern Rockies remained mostly dry. Light to 
moderate rain fell in coastal areas of the Pacific 
Northwest, but dry conditions prevailed in the 
crop-producing areas further inland. 


Missouri, and 15 points in Arkansas and Mississippi. Harvest 
progress was well ahead of normal in the Delta but trailed behind 
normal across the Southeast and was over 2 weeks behind normal 
in the Great Plains. 


Sorghum: Eighty-nine percent of the crop was at or beyond 
maturity, compared with 88 percent last year and 91 percent for the 
5-year average. In the two largest producing States, Kansas and 
Texas, maturation was | and 5 points behind normal, respectively. 
In New Mexico, progress trailed the normal pace by nearly 2 weeks. 
Meanwhile, growers had harvested 61 percent of their acreage, 
10 points ahead of last year but 7 points behind normal. Harvest 
was well behind normal in the southern Great Plains, trailing the 
normal pace by nearly 3 weeks in Oklahoma and over 3 weeks in 
Texas. 


Rice: Harvest advanced to 97 percent complete, the same as last 
year but 2 points ahead of the 5-year average. Harvest was 
complete in Texas and Louisiana and nearly complete elsewhere in 
the Delta. In California, 92 percent of the acreage had been 
harvested, 7 points ahead of normal. Progress was at or ahead of 
the normal pace in all States. 


Other Crops: Peanut growers had harvested 65 percent of their 
acreage, compared with 68 percent last year and 71 percent for the 
normal. Harvest progressed rapidly in Oklahoma, advancing 
28 points and overtaking the normal pace. In all other States, 
however, progress remained behind normal, despite advancing 
27 points in Alabama and 21 points in North Carolina and Virginia. 
Georgia and Florida growers trailed their normal harvest pace by 
10 points. 


The sugar beet harvest advanced to 79 percent complete, 1 point 
ahead of last year but 1 point behind normal. Harvest was nearly 
complete in the Red River Valley, while just half of Idaho’s crop 
and one-third of Michigan’s had been harvested. Progress was 
6 points behind normal in Michigan but near the normal pace 
elsewhere. 


The Nation’s sunflower crop was 47 percent harvested, compared 
with 20 percent last year and 53 percent for the 4-year average. 
Growers in the Dakotas harvested 22 percent of their acreage during 
the week, while Colorado and Kansas producers reaped just 
11 percent of their crop. Progress was 5 points ahead of normal in 
Colorado but behind the normal pace in all other States. 





October 25, 2005 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


























Agriculte 


These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national 
scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the 
National Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 








http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 25% very short, 43% 
short, 32% adequate, 0% surplus. Corn 96% harvested, 95% 2004, 97% 
avg. Soybeans 95% dropping leaves, 98% 2004, 94% avg.; 57% 
harvested, 41% 2004, 35% avg. Pasture feeds 4% very poor, 16% poor, 
36% fair, 40% good, 4% excellent. Livestock condition 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 15% excellent. The dry weather continues for 
the state which helps with harvesting crops, however the lack of 
precipitation is damaging to the development of fall crops. 





ALASKA: DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





ARIZONA: Temperatures for the State were mostly above normal for 
the week ending October 22. Precipitation was reported at 14 of the 17 
reporting stations. Kingman received the highest amount of rainfall at 
1.89 inches, while Safford received the lowest amount of rainfall at 0.03 
inches. Cotton harvest was complete on thirty-three percent of the 
acreage, up five percentage points from last year but behind the five-year 
average of thirty-nine percent. Cotton condition is mostly fair to good. 
Alfalfa condition remains mostly good. Range and pasture conditions are 
mostly poor to fair. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for field work 7. Soil 33% very short, 44% 
short, 23% adequate, 0% surplus. Soybeans 98% yellowing, 97% previous 
week, 98% 2004, 94% 5-yr avg.; 95% shedding, 90% previous week, 92% 
2004, 90% 5- yr avg.; 91% matured, 80% previous week, 85% 2004, 63% 
5 - yr avg.; 75% harvested, 62% previous week, 63% 2004, 57% 5-year 
average. Sorghum 99% harvested, 97% previous week, 100% 2004, 99% 
5- year average. Cotton 88% harvested, 73% previous week, 55% 2004, 
62% 5 -year average. Rice 97% harvested, 94% previous week, 98% 2004, 
97% 5- year average. Winter wheat: 56% planted, 32% previous week, 
16% 2004, 32% 5- yr avg.; 20% emerged, 7% previous week, 8% 2004, 
15% 5- year average. Hay other 24% very poor, 37% poor, 31% fair, 7% 
good, 1% excellent. Hay alfalfa 17% very poor, 41% poor, 40% fair, 2% 
good, 0% excellent. Pasture, Range 28% very poor, 30% poor, 33% fair, 
9% good, 0% excellent. While dry conditions aided in harvesting field 
crops, they have slowed winter wheat planting, germination in many 
areas. Some wheat that has emerged is showing little growth due to dry 
conditions. Apple harvest continued. Pecan groves being cleaned up in 
preparation for harvest. Cool season forages need rain state wide. 
Armyworms reported as a continuing problem in pastures, newly emerged 
wheat fields. Plastic culture strawberries were planted in Sharp county. 
LIVESTOCK: Livestock were reported to be in good condition with the 
slight improvement credited to the rains following Rita. Spring-born calves 
being sold due to lack of feed for winter. Some cattle being sold due to 
shortage of pastures, hay. Fields drying out again. Cool season forages 
have not provided much feed as yet. Armyworms were a problem in some 
counties. 





CALIFORNIA: Field preparation was ongoing for fall planting of barley, 
oat, and wheat crops. Rice harvest continued; several counties noted that 
rice harvest was winding down, the disposing of rice straw had 
commenced. Cotton harvest was in full swing with growers picking, 
shredding, discing fields. Imperial County reported that significant rain at 
the beginning of the week halted cotton harvest and ginning. Sweet 
potato harvest was ongoing. Field corn harvest continued, and green chop 
was being stored for silage production. The sugar beet harvest was 
ongoing, a few fields were being treated for insects. Many alfalfa hay 
fields continued to be cut, windrowed, raked, baled while other fields were 
irrigated. Vineseed harvest was winding down. Raisin grape harvest and 
drying was nearly complete. Wine and juice grape harvest continued with 
good yields reported. Harvested varieties included Carignane, French 
Colombard, Barbera, Rubired, and Carnelian. Table grape harvest also 
continued. Stone fruit harvest has slowed, with only Angelino and Flavor 
Fall plums reported harvested in the San Joaquin Valley. Post harvest 
irrigation was ongoing in tree crops,vineyards. Blueberries were planted, 


strawberry plants were thriving. Fig harvest neared completion, with good 
yields reported. The apple harvest continued, with Granny Smith, Fuji, 
Gala varieties picked. Hachiya variety persimmons were beginning to show 
better color, maturity. Kiwis, Asian pears, pomegranates were 
harvested.Chandler pummelos and Satsuma mandarins were picked and 
packed. Valencia oranges were packed. Navels were ready for picking in 
Kern County, but rains delayed the harvest. Olive harvest continued. Early 
variety avocados were harvested in Tulare County. Grounds were 
fumigated for winter orchard planting.Almond, chestnut, and walnut 
harvest continued. Pistachio harvest neared completion. Pecan harvest 
was about to commence in the San Joaquin Vailey Spinach was ready 
for cutting. Lettuce fields were being irrigated. Fresh market and 
processing broccoli harvest began. Harvest also began in green bean 
fields in the San Joaquin Valley. Melon harvest neared completion, and 
pumpkins were ready for harvest. Fall asparagus, garlic, squash, sweet 
corn, and tomatoes continued to be harvested. Rangeland pastures were 
in dry condition. Beef cows continued to move from higher elevation 
summer pastures to winter foothill pastures where there was abundant dry 
grass. Protein supplements were still being fed to cattle. Fall calving of 
beef cows was ongoing. Sheep were grazing on cantaloupe fields and 
retired farm land in the central area. Feeder lambs continued to arrive in 
the Imperial Valley for the winter pasture season and were grazing on 
sudan grass, bermuda grass, and alfalfa pastures. Heavy rain in the 
Imperial Valley caused some disruption to lambs on pastures and 
muddied cattle feediots. Cooler temperatures were boosting milk 
production throughout the State. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 5% very short, 
20% short, 68% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 30% short, 
58% adequate, 4% surplus. Last week the state experienced sunny, dry 
conditions. Good drying weather aided the progress of sorghum, corn, 
sunflowers. The harvesting of potatoes, onions, sugarbeets is beginning to 
wrap up around the state. Corn silage 100% harvested, 98% 2004, 100% 
avg. Sunflower 50% harvested, 40% 2004, 45% avg.; condition 1% very 
poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 45% good, 17% excellent. Dry bean 100% cut, 
95% 2004, 99% avg.; 92% harvested, 82% 2004, 94% avg. Dry onions 
97% harvested, 96% 2004, 97% avg. Summer potatoes 100% harvested, 
98% 2004, 99% avg. Fall potatoes 90% harvested, 99% 2004, 99% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 100%, 98% 2004, 100% avg.;4th cutting 67%, 65% 
2004, 68% avg. Sugarbeets 42% harvested, 62% 2004, 52% avg.; 
condition 1% very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 61% good, 13% excellent. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 68% adequate, 
32% surplus. Subsoil 93% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 90% harvested for 
grain, 95% 2004, 85% avg. Soybeans 94% dropping leaves, 97% 2004, 
88% avg.; 30% harvested, 27% 2004, 24% avg. Barley condition 7% fair, 
86% good, 7% excellent; 84% planted, 71% 2004, 70% avg. Winter 
wheat condition 16% fair, 80% good, 4% excellent; 29% planted, 42% 
2004, 41% avg. Pasture feeds 7% very poor, 20% poor, 23% fair, 50% 
good. Other hay 4" cutting 12%, 79% 2004, 71% avg. Alfalfa hay 4" 
cutting 70%, 83% 2004, 90% avg.; 5" cutting 17%, 29% 2004, 29% avg. 
Apples 89% harvested, 91% 2004, and 89% avg. Hay supplies 42% short, 
55% adequate, 3% surplus. Planting of small grains increased 
dramatically this past week. Barley 80% planted, increased 50% to 84%, 
13% above 2004,14% above the five-year average. Wheat planted 
increased 14% to 29%, 15 % above last week. Condition of both barley 
and wheat are good to excellent. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil 6% very short, 45% short, 27% adequate, 22% 
surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 40% short, 28% adequate, 25% surplus. 
Rainfall range none several localities to 3.36 in. Okahumpka. 
Temperature average 2 to 5 deg. above normal, major cities. Daytime 
highs: 80s; 90s on at least 1 day, several cities. Nighttime lows: 50s, 60s, 
70s; at least one low in 40s Marianna, Jay. Peanuts dug 85%, 89% 2004 
90% 5-yr avg. Dry conditions, Panhandle, some southern Peninsula 
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localities let peanut, cotton, vegetable harvests accelerate rapidly. 
Elsewhere, sporadic rains left some areas wet, others dry. Peanut 
harvesting going well, some Panhandie locations uninterrupted by 
rainfall. Harvesting other locations at standstill as growers wait for rain 
before digging crop. No rain, low humidity allowing farmers to field dry 
most peanuts. Cotton harvest proceeding at rapid pace. Hay harvesting 
continued. Strawberry transplanting active, Plant City. Fall tomato harvest 
continued, Quincy; tomato harvest gained momentum, central, southern 
Peninsula. Other vegetables available: Snap beans, sweet corn, 
cucumbers, eggplant, okra, peppers, squash, watermelons. Vegetable 
planting, harvesting paused near end of week to avoid Hurricane Wilma. 
Summer not fall weather all citrus areas; growers watched for Hurricane 
Wilma. Rainfall variable, trace to over 3.00 in., temperatures warm. 
Growers lowered canal, ditch levels. * Limited harvest for fresh oranges, 
tangerines, grapefruit. Pasture feed 10% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 10% 
excellent. Cattle Condition: 25% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. 
Panhandle: pasture very poor to good, mostly fair; planting of small 
grains for winter grazing continued; Winter grazing, planting small grains, 
need moisture, cooler temperatures; permanent pasture on decline, still 
plenty of forage. Statewide: cattle condition fair to good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 6.6. Soil 9% very short, 35% 
short, 53% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 97% harvested for grain. 
Soybeans 3% very poor, 15% poor, 44% fair, 36% good, 2% excellent; 
87% dropping leaves, 9%harvested. Sorghum 1% very poor, 5% poor, 
48% fair, 42% good, 4%excellent; 46% harvested for grain. Cotton 2% 
very poor, 6% poor, 34% fair, 49% good, 9% excellent; 92% bolls open, 
33% harvested. Wheat 9% planted, 1% emerged. Range, Pasture 4% 
very poor, 17% poor, 47% fair, 31% good, 1% exceilent. Apples 80% 
harvested. Hay 3% very poor, 20% poor, 47% fair, 28% good, 2% 
excellent. Peanuts 84% dug, 68% combined. Pecans 1% very poor, 9% 
poor, 40% fair, 45% good,5% excellent; 5% harvested. Rye 31% planted. 
Conditions remained dry as temperatures dropped across the state this 
week. Most counties averaged temperatures in the high 60's to low 70's, 
and few got over half an inch of precipitation. Growers of cotton and 
peanuts were, for the most part, pleased with the weather. The cool, dry 
conditions are excellent for harvesting, are helping to raise the perception 
of this year's crop yields. Farmers are quick to note, however, that the 
yields will vary due to soil type and rotation. Late planted peanuts fared 
especially well, with grades increasing in the late planted crops. 
Underground white mold showed up in some peanut fields. Hay growers 
reported harvesting last week, some are cutting for the final time this year. 
Pecan scab outbreaks were reported, with some cases being severe. 
Activities Included; Routine care of livestock, poultry. Small grain 
planting, winter grazing are slowly proceeding, as the dry conditions are 
still causing delays. 





HAWAII: Crops made fair to good progress during the week with sunny, 
humid days, cooler evening. Intermittent rains fell through the week, 
heavier over the weekend. Bananas were in good condition. Papaya 
orchards made good progress and yields are expected to increase. Head 
cabbage was in fair condition. Dry onion made steady progress. Kona 
coffee was in seasonal harvest. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for field work 6.5. Topsoil 9% very short, 37% 
short, 54% adequate. Temperatures for the state were mostly above 
average, only areas in northern state reported receiving any rainfall. Field 
corn 36% harvested for grain, 24% 2004, 34% avg. Onions 98% 
harvested, 99% 2004, 99% avg. Potatoes 89% harvested, 99% 2004, 96% 
avg. Alfalfa Hay — 4" cutting harvested 96%, 91% 2004, 95% avg. 
Irrigation water supply 1% very poor, 11% poor, 47% fair, 34% good, 8% 
excellent. Livestock were reported to be in good to excellent condition, 
as they are moved off of summer ranges. Activities Included: Harvesting 
potatoes, sugar beets, planting winter wheat, applying fertilizer, and 
moving livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 18% very short, 32% 
short, 49% adequate, 1% surplus. The weather continues to benefit the 
progress of harvest. Harvest activities progressed rapidly until rain showers 
fell in the later part of the week. The weather has been conducive to 
harvest as corn, soybeans harvested is well ahead of last year, the five year 
average. State corn harvest has not progressed at this rate since 1991 
when 96% harvested. The last time soybeans harvested surpassed this 
level was in 1997 when 93% harvested. As harvest draws near end dry, 


hard soil is making fall tillage activities difficult. In addition to harvest 
activities, farmers were hauling grain, applying anhydrous, lime, nitrogen, 
fertilizer, as well as tilling ground, planting wheat, baling corn stalks, and 
caring for livestock. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 3% very short, 19% 
short, 70% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 9% very short, 29% short, 59% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Rain showers slowed harvest progress mid week but 
field operations resumed over the weekend. Corn condition 56% good to 
excellent compared with 84% a year ago. Corn harvest is about 3 days 
ahead of the 5 year average but is about 4 days behind last year’s pace. 
Corn 62% harvested, 70% 2004, 56% avg. Soybean harvest is about 5 
days ahead of the 5 year average, is about 1 day ahead of last year. 
Soybeans 87% harvested, 86% 2004, 78% avg. Pastures 5% very poor, 
17% poor, 43% fair, 32% good, 3% excellent. Temperatures averaged 
from 2° below to 9° above normal. Afternoon temperatures were mainly 
in the low to mid 70's during most of the week. Precipitation throughout 
state ranged from .06 to 3.07 inches. Activities Included: Harvesting corn, 
soybeans, hauling grain to market, planting wheat, fall tillage, spreading 
fertilizer, lime, working on harvest equipment, and tending to livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 22% very short, 30% 
short, 45% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 28% very short, 29% short, 39% 
adequate, 4% surplus. One-quarter of the state’s corn crop was harvested 
during the past week. Soybean harvest is nearly complete. Showers 
received by the State slowed harvest only briefly. Although conditions 
have been ideal for corn to dry down in the fields, soil moisture is a 
concern when looking ahead to the 2006 crop. Field Crops Report: Corn 
61% harvested, reached, complete which is one week ahead of last year, 
and a day ahead of the normal pace. Field corn 17% moisture, 17% 
down from last week's rating of 19 percent. Harvest corn 16% moisture, 
which is 1 percentage point lower than the previous week and 2 
percentage points below last year. Corn lodging 62% none, 26% light, 
9% moderate, 3% heavy, 70% ear droppage none, 24% light, 5% 
moderate, 1% heavy. Soybeans 97% harvested, which is ahead of last 
year’s 94% as well as the normal 92%, 78% lodging none, 17% light, 4% 
moderate, 1% heavy, 71% shattering none, 20% light, 8% moderate, 1% 
heavy. Fall fertilizer application 15% complete statewide which is 
equivalent to last year. Grain movement from farm to elevator 19% none, 
22% light, 32% moderate, 27% heavy, from farm to elevator is limited in 
some areas as elevators regulate their grain intake. Off-farm grain storage 
availability 66% short, 32% adequate, 2% surplus. On-farm grain storage 
availability 57% short, 41% adequate, 2% surplus. Storage space 
continues to be a concern with grain piles growing at a rapid pace in spite 
of recently expanded storage both off- and on-farm. Livestock, Pasture, 
Range Report: Pasture, range feeds 19% very poor, 23% poor, 31% fair, 
24% good, 3% excellent. Cow/calf herds are grazing in stubble fields. 
Overall livestock conditions are favorable. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 3% very short, 19% 
short, 74% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 9% very short, 32% short, 58% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Activities included: Wheat planting, row crop 
harvesting. Sunflowers 92% mature dry down, 76% 2004, 92% avg.; 
condition 7% poor, 44% fair, 42%, good, 7% excellent. Pasture feed 8% 
very poor, 15% poor, 40% fair, 35% good, 2% excellent. Hay, forage 
supplies 5% short, 85% adequate, 10% surplus. Feed grain supplies 1% 
very short, 5% short, 88% adequate, 6% surplus. Stock water supplies 4% 
very short, 13% short, 81% adequate, 2% surplus. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 40% very short, 
41% short, 19% adequate. Subsoil 40% very short, 42% short, 18% 
adequate. Temperatures averaged 61°, 4° above normal. Rainfall 
statewide was 0.56 in., 0.10 in. below normal. Burley tobacco 20% 
stripped. Stripped tobacco condition 1% very poor, 6% poor, 32% fair, 
50% good, 11% excellent. Farmers report limited rainfall affecting 
tobacco color as the crop is drying out, not curing well. Winter wheat 70% 
planted, 38% 2004, 50% avg. Pasture feeds 15% very poor, 35% poor, 
32% fair, 16% good, 2% excellent. Hay supplies are mostly adequate for 
winter feeding. Corn, soybean harvests ahead of last year and average. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Soil 50% very short, 42% 
short, 8% adequate. Pecans 19% harvested 11% last week, 23% 2004, 
23% avg. Soybeans 100% dropping leaves, 98% last week, 97% 2004, 
98% avg. Sugarcane 20% very poor, 29% poor, 43% fair, 8% good; 100% 
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planted, 99% last week, 100% 2004, 100% avg.; 20% harvested, 13% last 
week, 20% 2004, 26% avg. Sweet potatoes 2% very poor, 7% poor, 36% 
fair, 55% good; 78% harvested, 67% last week, 54% 2004, 72% avg. 
Wheat 11% planted, 6% last week, 16% 2004, 24% avg. Livestock 6% 
very poor, 23% poor, 48% fair, 20% good, 3% excellent. Vegetable 33% 
very poor, 19% poor, 45% fair, 3% good. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 3% short, 67% 
adequate, and 30% surplus. Subsoil 11% short, 79% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Corn 81% harvested for grain, 81% 2004, 79% avg. Soybeans 
90% dropping leaves, 87% 2004, 88% avg.; 37% harvested, 28% 2004, 
32% avg. Barley condition 6% very poor, 10% poor, 23% fair, 49% good; 
12% excellent; 74% planted, 78% 2004, 78% avg. Winter wheat condition 
4% very poor, 8% poor, 25% fair, 58% good, 5% excellent; 40% planted, 
52% 2004, 46% avg. Pasture feeds 2% very poor, 17% poor, 41% fair, 
37% good; 3% excellent. Other hay 4" cutting 57%, 75% 2004, 83% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 4" cutting 87%, 86% 2004, 87% avg.; 5" cutting 9%, 30% 
2004, 36% avg. Apples 95% harvested, 90% 2004, 89% avg. Hay 
supplies 7% very short, 20% short, 72% adequate, 1% surplus. Planting of 
small grains is progressing at a nice pace. Barley is over 74% planted, 
compared with 64% last week. Wheat 40% planted, compared with 32% 
last week. Both crops are in good to excellent condition. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Subsoil 23% very short, 49% 
short, 28% adequate, 0% surplus. Corn 1% very poor, 4% poor, 20% fair, 
48% good, 27% excellent. Potatoes 89% harvested, 93% 2004. Hay 4" 
cutting 85%, 79% 2004, 73% avg. Apples 85% harvested, 87% 2004. 
Precipitation amounts ranged from 0.04 inches central Lower Peninsula 
to 1.29 inches western Upper Peninsula. Average temperatures ranged 
from 2 degrees below normal west central, central Lower Peninsula, as 
well as eastern Upper Peninsula to 4 degrees below normal northeast, 
southwest Lower Peninsula. Farmers busy harvesting with minimal delays 
due to rain. Corn harvest continued with most corn fully matured. Storage 
for corn is high demand. Soybean harvest wrapping up. The third cutting 
of alfalfa almost complete. For sugarbeets, temperatures dropped, 
allowing growers to start stockpiling beets. Winter wheat planting nearly 
completed. Crop doing well, though rain is needed before weather gets 
much colder. Growers continued to pick a few apples several districts 
across State. Some Ida Reds, Romes being harvested west central. 
However, for most part, bulk of harvest had been completed, growers 
began fall clean-up of orchards, storage of machinery. Harvest of fall 
vegetable crops nearly wrapped up. Celery for fresh market harvest neared 
completion most areas, while processing harvest continued. Carrot, onion 
harvest continued. Potato harvest ongoing. Pumpkin harvest completed 
many areas. Squash harvest for processing well underway. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 0% very short, 1% 
short, 84% adequate, 15% surplus. Corn 19% moisture, 24% 2004, 20% 
avg. Potatoes 95% harvested, 97% 2004, 96% avg. Pasture feed 2% very 
poor, 8% poor, 28% fair, 53% good, 9% excellent. Sunflowers 2% very 
poor, 10% poor, 25% fair, 48% good, 15% excellent. Corn 2% very poor, 
3% poor, 15% fair, 47% good, 33% excellent. Corn harvest advanced 
rapidly with approximately half of the crop harvested. The corn moisture 
content continued to drop with the dry weather. Favorable conditions 
allowed increased field work activity although problems with ruts were 
reported. Some producers were harvesting around soggy areas leaving 
isolated stands of soybeans and corn. Applications of anhydrous, other 
fertilizers were reported in some areas, storage space for corn and 
soybeans was in high demand. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil 60% very short, 28% 
short, 12% adequate. Cotton 100% open bolls, 100% 2004, 100% avg.; 
89% harvested, 77% 2004, 73% avg. Rice 99% harvested, 99% 2004, 
97% avg. Soybeans 97% harvested, 97% 2004, 86% avg. Sweetpotatoes 
90% harvested, 78% 2004, 84% avg. Cattle 16% very poor, 29% poor, 
31% fair, 19% good, 5% excellent. Pasture 34% very poor, 39% poor, 19% 
fair, 8% good. As harvesting of crops across the state continues, the lack 
of rain, the resulting dry conditions across the state are impacting winter 
planting. Cattle producers are very concerned about the lack of adequate 
pasture growth, the need for moisture to plant and properly germinate 
ryegrass and other cool-season forages. Hay continues to be fed as needed 
and supplies for the winter are slowly being depleted. Sweetpotato 
growers are benefitting from the dry soils and harvesting is ahead of 
schedule. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil 14% very short, 
28% short, 55% adequate, 3% surplus. Rain caused some delays in fall 
harvesting but progress remains ahead of normal for all major crops. The 
corn harvest ranges from 73% complete in the northwest district to around 
96% complete across the central third of the State, complete in the 
southern third. The soybean harvest is least advanced in the southwest 
district at 56% complete, while progress is furthest along in the southeast 
districts at 74 percent. Winter wheat seeding is nearly a week ahead of 
normal. Moisture has been adequate for good germination in most areas. 
Pasture 18% very poor, 23 % poor, 38% fair, 20% good, 1% excellent. 
Pasture lowest in the southwest district, with 96% poor or very poor, 
followed by the northeast district at 55% in those categories. Stock water 
supplies 19% very short, 24% short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Precipitation for the week averaged 0.90 inch, varying from 0.22 inch or 
less in the southwest, southeast districts, to 1.30 inch in the northeast, 1.40 
north-central and 1.59 northwest. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for field work 6.2. Topsoil 1% surplus, 4% 
2004, 54% adequate, 46% 2004, 30% short, 34% 2004, 15% very short, 
16% 2004. Subsoil 1% surplus, 0% 2004, 31% adequate, 21% 2004, 38% 
short, 38% 2004, 30% very short, 41% 2004. During the week ending 
October 23rd, temperatures ranged from highs in the 70s to lows in the 
teens. There was light precipitation across the state, accompanied by 
above normal temperatures. Valentine, Hardin tied for the high 
temperature of 79 degrees. Scobey had the low temperature of 14 
degrees. Havre received the most moisture last week with 0.4 inches of 
precipitation. Winter wheat 98% planted, 99% 2004, 69% emergence, 
81% last year. Dry beans 91% harvested, 96% last year. Range, pasture 
feed conditions 9% very poor, 22% 2004, 17% poor, 25% 2004, 35% fair, 
35% 2004, 31% good, 15% 2004, 8% excellent, 3% last year. Ranchers 
have moved 72% of cattle, 72% 2004, 72% of sheep, 80% 2004, off 
summer ranges. Ranchers are providing supplemental feed to 12% of 
cattle, 11% 2004, and 12% of sheep, 14% last year. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 12% very short, 
25% short, 62% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 24% very short, 32% short, 
44% adequate, 0% surplus. Rainfall across the southern half of the state 
slowed harvest in affected counties but continued to aid wheat 
germination, fall growth. Some replanting of the wheat crop was being 
done with hopes of benefitting from recent precipitation, improved soil 
moisture levels. Temperatures ranged from 3° below normal to 1° above. 
Precipitation was recorded across a large portion of the state, with only 
trace amounts in north central counties. Dry beans 97% harvested, 79% 
2004, 94% avg. Proso millet 92% harvested, 78% 2004, 94% avg. 
Pasture, range feeds 13% very poor, 21% poor, 33% fair, 29% good, and 
4% excellent. 





NEVADA: Clear dry weather was common. Temperatures averaged 
near normal in the south, several degrees above normal in the north. 
There was very little precipitation anywhere. The last of the hay was taken 
from northern fields. Alfalfa seed fields were being burned off. Potato 
harvest was completed. Seeding of winter grains advanced. Weed, brush 
control was ongoing. Cattle shipping picked up. Activities: Haying, grain 
planting, potato digging, weed spraying, gathering and shipping cattle. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 29% 
adequate, 71% surplus. Subsoil 41% adequate, 59% surplus. Pasture 
feeds 10% very poor, 19% poor, 32% fair, 31% good, 8% excellent. Maine 
Potatoes 95% harvested, 100% 2004, 100% average; condition good. 
Massachusetts Potatoes 90% harvested; 95% 2004; 95% average; 
condition poor. Maine Oats 95% harvested, 100% 2004, 100% average; 
condition fair. Maine Barley 95% harvested, 100% 2004, 100% average; 
condition fair. Field Corn 90% harvested, 95% 2004, 95% average; 
condition excellent/good in VT, and good/fair elsewhere. Hay 2” Crop 
99% harvested, 100% 2004, 100% average; condition good/excellent in 
ME and VT, fair/poor in RI, and good/fair elsewhere. Hay 3% Crop 90% 
harvested, 95% 2004, 90% average; condition good. Apples 90% 
harvested, 95% 2004, 95% average; size average/below average in CT 
and ME, and average elsewhere; condition good/excellent in VT and 
good/fair elsewhere. Pears 99% harvested, 95% 2004, 95% average; size 
below average/average in CT, average elsewhere; condition fair/good. 
Cranberries 90% harvested, 90% 2004, 85% average; size average/below 
average; condition good. In southern state, partly cloudy skies arrived at 
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the beginning of the week, remained until the weekend. In northern state, 
the week began with light rains which hindered field work until mid-week. 
Cool, wet weather arrived during the weekend to all areas, causing some 
water levels to pass flood stage. On Thursday and Friday, the first heavy 
frost arrived to the region, snow fell in the mountains. Farmers were busy 
cleaning debris from flooding, estimating storm damage. Activities 
Included: Chopping corn silage where soil permitted, cleaning, putting 
away equipment, mowing, discing fields, spreading lime, spreading 
manure on dry fields, tilling crops. Producers harvested a variety of fruits, 
vegetables such as apples, cranberries, pears, raspberries, brussel sprouts, 
cabbage, kale, potatoes, pumpkins, and winter squash. Farm stands and 
PYO sales were slow due to wet weekend weather. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 30% adequate, 
70% surplus. Activities Included: Draining excess water from fields, 
planting of fall crops, field, orchard cleanup Rainfall ranged from 0.61 
inches to 2.22 inches. Temperatures were variable during the week. 
Corn, soybean harvest continued where possible. Corn, soybean 
conditions were rated mostly fair to good. Moldy, quality problems were 
reported in some soybean fields. Harvest of fall vegetables continued. 
Vegetables were rated in mostly fair to good condition. There was a 
report of cabbage displaying split heads. Diseases in fall spinach were 
also reported. Pepper, potato harvest neared completion. Reports that in 
some localities pumpkins, potatoes were rotting in muddy fields. Apple 
harvest continued. Cranberry harvest continued. Pasture was rated in fair 
to good condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for field work 6.6 . Topsoil 4% very short, 
32% short, 64% adequate. A slow-moving weak storm system brought light 
precipitation to most of northern, central state early in the week. Red 
River (.47") and Chama (.41") were the only spots that measured over a 
third of an inch of moisture. A cold front lowered temperatures quite a bit 
in the east on Sunday, brought a few snow flurries to the northeast. 
Overall, temperatures for the week were very close to normal. Wind 
damage 3% light, 11% moderate. Freeze damage 5% light. Farmers 
continued harvesting red chile, lettuce, corn for grain, alfalfa, sorghum for 
grain. Alfalfa was in fair to excellent condition, 6" cutting complete 92%, 
7 cutting complete 45%. Cotton was in mostly fair to excellent condition, 
94% of bolls opening, 15% harvested. Corn for grain 73% harvested. 
Sorghum was in mostly fair to good condition, 100% coloring, 42% 
mature, 12% harvested for grain. Wheat was in mostly fair to good 
condition. Peanuts were in fair to excellent condition with 39% harvested. 
Lettuce was fair to excellent, 25% harvested. Chile was in mostly fair to 
excellent condition. Green chile 100% harvested, red chile 34% 
harvested. Fall onions 89% planted, in fair to excellent condition. 
Pecans were in fair to excellent condition. Ranchers continued moving 
cattle to winter pastures, marketing their calves. Cattle conditions 1% very 
poor, 3% poor, 13% fair, 60% good, 23% excellent. Sheep 6% very poor, 
12% poor, 11% fair, 32% good, 39% excellent. Range, pasture feeds 6% 
very poor, 16% poor, 31% fair, 33% good, 14% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.2. Soil 1% short, 45% 
adequate, 54% surplus. Pasture feeds 4% very poor, 24% poor, 43% fair, 
28% good, 1% excellent. Potatoes 86% harvested compared to 85% 
2004. Daily rains left fields saturated. Rain prevented all field activity. 
Corn 6% poor, 23% fair, 53% good, 18% excellent. Hay 7% poor, 40% 
fair, 46% good, 7% excellent. Dry beans 86% harvested compared to 73% 
2004. In the Long Island fruit region, the season has been winding down, 
post harvest work was beginning in the vineyards. In Albany County, 
reports of the first widespread frost had negative impacts on the apple 
harvest. Vegetable harvest was virtually complete. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 5.9. Soil 8% very short, 
22% short, 61% adequate, 9% surplus. Activities Included: Planting small 
grains, cutting hay, harvesting apples, corn for grain, cotton, peanuts, 
sweetpotatoes, sorghum. Above normal temperatures dominated the state 
with highs ranging from 76 to 87 degrees. Warm, relatively dry weather 
has allowed an increase in small grain plantings and harvest of cotton, 
sorghum, and soybeans. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 
15% short, 81% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 22% short, 
70% adequate, 4% surplus. Dry conditions aided potato, sugarbeet, 
soybean harvest, which neared completion. Corn, sunflower harvest made 


good progress, although reporters indicated a hard frost would accelerate 
the crop dry down. Potatoes 97% dug, 96% 2004, 99% average. Crop 
condition corn 1% very poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 52% good, 20% 
excellent. Sunflowers 1% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 56% good, 19% 
excellent. Stockwater supplies 2% very short, 12% short, 79% adequate, 
7% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 2% very short, 18% 
short, 72% adequate, 8% surplus. Alfalfa hay 4" cutting 88%, 85% 2004, 
90% avg. Corn 42% harvested for grain, 47% 2004, 37% avg. Soybeans 
79% harvested, 73% 2004, 75% avg. Winter wheat 85% planted, 81% 
2004, 83% avg.; 54% emerged, 52% 2004, 52% avg. Fall and winter 
apples 83% harvested, 84% 2004, 85% avg. Grapes 86% harvested, 90% 
2004, 92% avg. Corn conditions 5% very poor, 13% poor, 31% fair, 40% 
good, 11% excellent. Hay conditions 5% very poor, 15% poor, 27% fair, 
45% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feeds 5% very poor, 15% poor, 34% 
fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. Winter wheat conditions 1% very poor, 2% 
poor, 20% fair, 63% good, 14% excellent. Generally dry field conditions 
throughout the state Monday through Friday of last week, allowed 
producers to continue the corn, soybean harvest. Numerous producers 
have moved last year’s grains out of storage in grain bins to the ground, 
to make room for newly harvested corn, soybeans in grain bins. Activities 
Included: Winter wheat planting, late spraying for weeds in wheat stubble, 
harvesting fall vegetables, top dressing of hay fields, fall tillage, spreading 
fertilizer and lime, cutting hay, and silage chopping. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 11% very short, 
27% short, 62% adequate. Subsoil 14% very short, 23% short, 63% 
adequate. Oats 4% very poor, 6% poor, 65% fair, 25% good; 85% 
seedbed prepared, 82% last week, 84% 2004, 86% avg.; 48% planted, 
40% last week, 43% 2004, 46% avg.; 47% emerged, 31% last week, 37% 
2004, 35% average. Rye 5% very poor, 9% poor, 31% fair, 52% good, 3% 
excellent; 96% emerged, 89% last week, 95% 2004, 80% average. Corn 
97% harvested, 94% last week, 92% 2004, 94% average. Sorghum 5% 
poor, 37% fair, 55% good, 3% excellent. Soybeans 87% mature, 79% last 
week, 84% 2004, 88% avg.; 62% harvested, 50% last week, 56% 2004, 
64% average. Peanuts 3% poor, 25% fair, 59% good, 13% excellent; 
99% mature, 91% last week, 98% 2004, 95% avg.; 72% dug, 44% last 
week, 59% 2004, 65% average. Alfalfa hay 3% very poor, 10% poor, 31% 
fair, 51% good, 5% excellent; 5" cutting 96%, 94% last week, 83% 2004, 
62% avg.; 6" cutting 55%, 39% last week, 32% 2004, 6% average. Other 
hay 3% very poor, 13% poor, 37% fair, 43% good, 4% excellent; 94% 2™ 
cutting, 88% last week, 96% 2004, 89% average. Livestock 30% fair, 66% 
good, 4% excellent; Pasture & Range 7% very poor, 16% poor, 33% fair, 
40% good, 4% excelient. Livestock conditions were mostly good. Livestock 
marketings were rated as average. Death loss of cattle, livestock insect 
activity was mostly light. Feder steers less than 800 pounds were $117.48 
per cwt, a $1.32 decrease from last week. Feeder heifers less than 800 
pounds were $110.43 per cwt, a $1.05 decrease from last week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 10% very short, 45% 
short, 45% adequate. Subsoil 29% very short, 38% short, 33% adequate. 
Winter wheat 55% planted, current week, 48% previous week, 84% 2004, 
73% avg.; 21% emerged current week, 16% previous week, 56% 2004, 
41% avg. Range, pasture 8% very poor, 21% poor, 51% fair, 20% good. 
Weather: Thirty-one weather stations reported precipitation at least one 
day last week. The Astoria/Clatsop, the Tillamook stations received rainfall 
four days last week, which was the most days reported out of the 42 
weather stations. Only one station, Tillamook, received over an inch of 
rainfall last week. High temperatures were mostly in the seventies across 
the State. Bandon, Crescent City, Florence, Corvalis, Eugene reported 
high temperatures in the sixties. Low temperatures ranged from 21° in 
Christmas Valley to 50° in Portland. Field Crops: Fall planting, late 
haying, corn silage harvest continued throughout the state this past week. 
As of October 23, winter wheat progressed to 52% planted Statewide, 21% 
emerged. Topsoil moisture across the state was reported to be mostly 
adequate. Wheat, barley harvest in Jackson County is complete. Vole 
population was reported to be high throughout the Willamette Valley. 
Farmers are working on controlling the population, preparing for vole 
damage this fall. Crook County received timely rains that aided fall cereal 
planting, but hindered some late haying.Vegetables: Pumpkins were 
doing well in Benton, Linn, Lane counties, despite some reports of 
diseases affecting the crop. Cole crop harvest continued in Clackamas, 
Washington counties. Some late green peppers, tomatoes, winter squash, 
sweet corn were still available in western state, but most vegetable crops 
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were harvested. The tops have been killed on winter onions in Jackson 
County. Onion harvest was winding down in Malheur County. Potato 
harvest continued in eastern, southern Oregon. Fruits, Nuts: Hazelnut 
harvest continued throughout the Willamette Valley. Yields vary from low 
to good with a lot of blank nuts this year. Prices are at a record high. 
Growers have encountered normal problems with wet leaves, moisture. 
Some late season apples remain to be picked in Hood River County. 
Postharvest orchard cleanup continued throughout the Hood River Valley. 
Pear harvest is complete in southern state. Wine grape harvest continued; 
days were a bit warmer, which helped the grapes sweeten. Wasco County 
fruit harvest was in the final clean up stage. Nurseries, Greenhouses: 
Nurseries were doing fall maintenance, getting ready for the fall shipping 
season. Greenhouses were working with winter pansies, mums, getting 
holiday plants ready. Christmas tree growers were preparing for harvest, 
which is about one month away. Livestock, Range, Pasture: Pastures 
continued to improve from precipitation received over the past several 
weeks. Irrigation districts were shut down for the season in some areas of 
the State. Many of these pastures will need additional fall rain for 
continued improvement. Cattle producers were busy working herds with fall 
vaccinations, weaning. Livestock were reported in good condition 
throughout the State. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Soil 1% very short, 11% 
short, 69% adequate, 19% surplus. Fall 68% plowing, 83% 2004, 69% 
avg. Corn 67% harvested, 5% 004, 48%avg. Barley 97% planted, 99% 
2004, 91% avg.; 80% emerged, 83% 2004, 75% avg. Winter wheat 81% 
planted, 82% 2004, 78% avg.; 52% emerged, 51% 2004, 53% avg.; crop 
condition 2% poor, 16% fair, 67% good, 15% excellent. Soybean crop 
condition 3% very poor, 8% poor, 26% fair, 50% good, 13% excellent; 
43% harvested, 31% 2004, 34% avg. Alfalfa 4" cutting complete 91%, 
83% 2004, 83% avg. Apples 80% harvested, 100% 2004, 90% avg. 
Grapes 85% harvested, 97% 2004, 89% avg. Quality of hay made 7% 
poor, 29% fair, 51% good, 13% excellent. Pasture feeds 12% very poor, 
33% poor, 34% fair, 19% good, 2% excellent. Activities included: 
Plowing, haymaking, harvesting apples, grapes, planting barley, wheat, 
harvesting corn, harvesting soybeans, and finishing alfalfa=s fourth cutting. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 1% very 
short, 25% short, 71% adequate, 3% surplus. The highest official 
temperature reported was 90° at Orangeburg on October 19. The lowest 
Official temperature reported was 36° at Lake Bowen on the morning of 
October 17. For the week, the State average temperature was four 
degrees above normal. The heaviest 24-hour rainfall reported was 0.90 
inches at Givhans on October 22. The average Statewide rainfall for the 
period was 0.1 inches. Corn 100% harvested, 100% 2004, 100% avg. 
Sorghum 97% matured, 97% 2004, 97% avg.; 77% harvested, 80% 2004, 
82% avg.; 3% poor, 16% fair, 80% good, 1% excellent. Cotton 95% open 
bolls, 96% 2004, 93% avg.; 36% harvested, 43% 2004, 37% avg.; 5% 
poor, 34% fair, 60% good, 1% excellent. Tobacco 99% stalks destroyed, 
98% 2004, 98% avg. Soybeans 75% turning color, 87% 2004, 87% avg.; 
46% leaves dropped, 53% 2004, 52% avg., 30% mature, 33% 2004, 32% 
avg., 10% harvested, 10% 2004, 10% avg.; 4% very poor, 15% poor, 44% 
fair, 35% good, 2% excellent. Pastures 1% very poor, 16% poor, 55% fair, 
24% good, 4% excellent. Apples 88% harvested, 92% 2004, 90% avg. 
Rye 28% planted, 47% 2004, 42% avg.; 17% emerged, 34% 2004, 29% 
avg. Oats 29% planted, 37% 2004, 41% avg.; 20% emerged, 27% 2004, 
28% avg. Winter wheat 24% planted, 38% 2004, 30% avg.; 15% 
emerged, 27% 2004, 20% avg. Barley 28% planted, 54% 2004, 50% 
avg.; 20% emerged, 38% 2004, 35% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 25% fair, 
70% good, 4% excellent. Peanuts 65% harvested, 69% 2004, 70% avg.; 
1% very poor, 2% poor, 36% fair, 55% good, 6% excellent. Pecans 30% 
harvested, 27% 2004, 25% avg.; 16% poor, 68% fair, 16% good. Sweet 
potatoes 67% harvested, 69% 2004, 74% avg.; 56% fair, 44% good. 
Winter grazings 50% planted, 71% 2004, 64% avg., 30% emerged, 57% 
2004, 47% avg.; 2% poor, 37% fair, 61% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 10% very 
short, 23% short, 63% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 18% very short, 26% 
short, 52% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed supplies 3% very short, 7% short, 
82% adequate, 8% surplus. Stock water supplies 16% very short, 24% 
short, 57% adequate, 3% surplus. Sunflower 4% very poor, 12% poor, 26% 
fair, 48% good, 10% excellent. Sunflower 93% mature, 90% 2004, 97% 
avg.; 61% harvested, 27% 2004, 62% avg. Sorghum 86% harvested-grain, 
52% 2004, 71% avg. Cattle condition 2% poor, 12% fair, 66% good, 20% 
excellent. Sheep condition 2% poor, 7% fair, 62% good, 29% excellent. 


Range, Pasture 8% very poor, 15% poor, 30% fair, 41% good, 6% 
excellent. Alfalfa hay 8% very poor, 12% poor, 30% fair, 42% good, 8% 
excellent. With last week’s weather allowing producers plenty of time for 
fieldwork, harvest progress advanced significantly with harvest ahead of 
normal for corn, soybean, and sorghum. Farmers, ranchers throughout the 
state have begun weaning calves, with many utilizing field residue as an 
additional food source. Activities Included: Row crop harvest, moving hay, 
grain, machinery maintenance, moving cattle to field residue, and caring 
for livestock. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Topsoil 22% very short, 
46% short, 32% adequate. Subsoil 20% very short, 40% short, 40% 
adequate. Winter wheat 50% seeded, 23% 2004, 37% avg.; 13% 
emerged, 8% 2004, 9% average. Burley tobacco 41% stripped, 43% 2004, 
36% average. Pastures 15% very poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 23% good, 
2% excellent. Farmers took advantage of continued dry conditions across 
the State to make excellent progress with crop harvest last week. Almost 
a fourth of the winter wheat acreage was seeded last week, although many 
farmers are waiting for rain before continuing. Pastures are also in need 
of rain, as the lack of moisture has slowed growth, seed germination of 
recently seeded fields. Activities Included: Repairing, cleaning harvest 
equipment, spreading lime, and feeding hay. 





TEXAS: Agricultural Summary: Most areas remained warm, dry for most 
of the week. Temperatures began to cool by week’s end, scattered showers 
at brought trace to half inch rains to much of the northern portions of the 
State. Although the moisture received was welcome, many producers 
reported that pastures, small grains continued to suffer as winter 
approaches. Harvest of corn, sorghum, peanuts, soybeans, sunflowers and 
cotton moved ahead with a few delays due to cool, wet mornings. 
Producers were busy applying preharvest aids for cotton in most areas. 
Seeding of small grains, winter pastures continued under mostly dry 
conditions. Stockers were being moved onto small grain pastures, corn, 
sorghum stalks, and hay production was winding down in most areas. 
Pasture conditions improved in areas where moisture was received, but 
overall continued to decline. Weaning of calves, supplemental feeding 
continued to be necessary in most areas. Hay supplies were short in many 
areas. Field Crops Report Small Grains: Producers continued to seed 
wheat, oats under mostly dry conditions in hopes of receiving moisture to 
assist in germination. Germination of wheat, oats have suffered due to lack 
of moisture, armyworms are becoming more of a problem. In drier areas, 
small grain fields were drying out, producers were reluctant to begin 
irrigation due to high fuel costs. Some producers are opting to forgo 
planting for winter grazing due to insufficient soil moisture. Moisture 
supplies have been sufficient in the Plains to improve wheat, oat pastures, 
producers were busy moving stockers onto fields for fall and winter grazing. 
Late week, cooler temperatures, light rains were beneficial to wheat, oat 
pastures, but more moisture was still needed. Wheat condition 59% 
normal, compared with 90% 2004. Cotton: Application of preharvest aids 
continued across the Plains, Edwards Plateau. Harvest was in full swing in 
most areas, beginning in the Northern High Plains by week’s end. Cool, 
damp mornings slowed harvest, but activity picked up as warmer 
temperatures returned during the day. Some problems with boll worms 
were reported in the Low Plains, treatments were made as needed. Stalk 
destruction activities continued following harvest in other locations. Cotton 
condition 72% normal compared with 76% 2004. Corn: Corn harvest made 
rapid progress across the High Plains as weather remained favorable 
during the week. Sorghum: Harvest was wrapping up in South Central 
areas. In the High Plains, harvest was underway for grain, seed as 
producers could reach the mature crop. Peanuts: Digging progressed 
across the Plains, Edwards Plateau, South State. Threshing moved ahead 
as the dug peanuts dried. Harvest was nearly complete in the Cross 
Timbers. Peanut condition 86% normal compared with 84% 2004. 
Soybeans: Harvest continued in the Northern Plains, was nearly complete 
along the Upper Coast. Rice: Harvest of the ratoon crop proceeded along 
the Upper Coast with good yields reported. Fruit, Vegetable, Specialty 
Crop Report In the Rio Grande Valley, mostly dry conditions prevailed 
during the week. Planting of spinach, cabbage, onions resumed after the 
previous week’s rain. Harvest of peppers, melons, watermelons continued. 
Sugarcane harvest continued in the Lower Valley, citrus harvest began. In 
the San Antonio - Winter Garden, planting of spinach, other fall 
vegetables was underway. Cooler temperatures were good for the 
vegetables planted earlier. In the High Plains, pumpkin, gourd, melon 
harvest was nearing completion, with some problems reported due to rats, 
mice in pumpkin, melon fields. In the Trans Pecos, harvest of grapes, 
shrimp was underway. Pecan harvest began or continued across areas of 
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Central State, East State, along the Upper Coast, in South State. Nut drop 
due to dry conditions continued. The dry conditions over the summer have 
resulted in some areas seeing a lighter than normal crop. Heavy rains in 
some areas of South State have halted pecan harvest until orchards dry 
down. Livestock, Pasture, Range Report Pasture feeds continued to 
deteriorate in most areas as rainfall remained short to nonexistent during 
most of the week. Cooler temperatures did reduce stress on pastures, but 
supplemental feeding remained necessary and hay supplies were reported 
short in several areas. Stock water supplies continue to drop in areas where 
rainfall has been scarce. Stocker cattle continued to move onto small 
grain fields in the Plains where temperatures have been somewhat cooler, 
moisture supplies have provided for adequate forage growth. Small grain 
pastures in some other areas began to die off due to !ack of moisture. 
Cattle producers were busy with weaning, marketing calves, fall calving 
continued. Cattle body conditions remained mostly good, but were 
becoming harder to maintain as forage, hay supplies dwindled. Army 
worms continued to be a problem in North East State. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Subsoil 4% very short, 29% short, 
67% adequate, 0% surplus. Irrigation water supplies 2% very short, 18% 
short, 79% adequate, 1% surplus. Winter wheat 95% planted for harvest 
next year, 94% 2004, 89% avg.; 63% emerged, 74% 2004, 61% avg. Corn 
100% dent, 100% 2004, 100% avg.; 92% mature, 94% 2004, 92% avg.; 
29% harvested (grain), 47% 2004, 42% avg.; 97% silage harvested, 99% 
2004, 99% avg.; condition 0% very poor, 4% poor, 33% fair, 53% good, 
10% excellent. Alfalfa hay 4th Cutting 92%, 94% 2004, 90% avg. Alfalfa 
Seed 90% harvested, 79% 2004, 84% avg. Onions 100% harvested, 99% 
2004, 99% avg. Cattle, calves moved from summer range 88%, 83% 
2004, 89% avg. Cattle, calves condition 0% very poor, 1% poor, 9% fair, 
69% good, 21% excellent. Sheep, lambs moved from summer range 92%, 
81% 2004, 91% avg. Sheep condition 0% very poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 
77% good, 12% excellent. Stock water supplies 0% very short, 10% short, 
88% adequate, 2% surplus. Apples 72% harvested, 89% 2004, 89% avg. 
Dry warm weather conditions continued last week, which allowed farmers. 
Some farmers expressed concern about the dry soil, look forward to winter 
moisture. Activities included: Fall grain harvest, plowing, winter wheat 
seeding. Most activities should be wrapping up in the next two to three 
weeks. Northern counties reported most crop harvests are all but complete, 
except corn for grain which is drying down slowly. Farmers are either 
spreading fertilizer for winter wheat or are wrapping up ground preparation 
for winter. Northern counties also report that winter wheat is not growing 
very fast due to dry soils, but that the safflower harvest was better than 
expected. Overall, everything seems to be in good to adequate condition, 
but could benefit from some moisture. Livestock were in good condition 
with no major problems reported. 





VIRGINIA: —_ Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 22% very short, 20% 
short, 44% adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil 10% very short, 37% short, 
47% adequate, 6% surplus. Isolated showers, cool temperatures prevailed 
in the Commonwealth during the week of October 17 — October 23, 2005. 
The average temperature for the state was 59° and the average total 
rainfall was .4 inches. The showers along with cool temperatures aided 
cool season grass pastures to come back strong, this will help with the fall 
feeding of livestock. Many farmers reported that early season beans were 
not affected by the dry weather earlier in the growing season. Soybean, 
cotton harvesting continued during the week. Activities Included: 
Harvesting late season vegetables, sampling soil, selling calves, repairing 
fences, and seeding small grains. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.50. Topsoil 8% very short, 
21% short, 63% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 27% very short, 34% short, 
35% adequate, 4% surplus. Irrigation water supplies 7% very short, 8% 
short, 85% adequate. The highest temperature in the state was 80° in 
Whitman Mission. The lowest temperature in the state was 28° in Deer 
Park. Winter wheat conditions 3% very poor, 3% poor, 43% fair, 36% 
good, 15% excellent; 95% planted, 68% emerged. Potatoes 90% 
harvested. Corn conditions 11% fair, 57% good, 32% excellent; 97% 
harvested for silage, 35% harvested for grain. Dry edible beans 100% 
harvested. Alfalfa 3% cutting completed 99%. State continued 
experiencing sporadic rain showers throughout the week, improving crops, 
rangeland, moisture conditions. However, rainfall is still short. Winter 


wheat seeding continued with early seeded fields already emerged. 
Potato digging, corn harvest for silage wound down while corn harvest for 
grain continued. Dry edible bean harvest was complete. Christmas tree 
growers continued removing leader stakes from Noble Fir, preparing 
harvest roads. Some areas experienced killing frost. Range, pasture feeds 
6% very poor, 20% poor, 24% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent. Alfalfa 3 
cutting hay was close to complete. Alfalfa 4 cutting hay continued with 
some damage reported due to rain. Calves were being weaned, shipped. 
Apple, sweet corn, and fall vegetable harvests continued. U-Pick pumpkin 
farms reported a brisk business over the weekend. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for field work 4.0. Topsoil 9% very 
short, 24% short, 65% adequate, 2% surplus compared with 2004 88% 
adequate and 12% surplus. Corn conditions were reported 2% very poor, 
6% poor, 24% fair, 58% good, 10% excellent. Corn 57% harvested, 62% 
2004, 46% 5-yr avg. Soybean conditions 1% very poor, 5% poor, 36% fair, 
58% good; 51% harvested, 46% 2004, 53% 5-yr avg. Wheat 55% planted, 
46% 2004, 61% 5-yr avg.; 23% emerged, 30% 2004, 36% 5-yr avg. Hay 
3” cutting complete 87%, 2004 & 5-yr avg not available. Apples 82% 
harvested, 85% 2004, 5-yr avg not available. Cattle, calves 2% poor, 24% 
fair, 70% good, 4% excellent. Sheep, lambs 1% poor, 19% fair, 75% 
good, 5% _ excellent. Activities Included: Fence building, feeding 
livestock, harvesting apples and pumpkins, cutting hay, hauling water, 
plowing fields, picking and “Agricultural-tourism’. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil 8 % very short, 22% 
short, 67% adequate, 3% surplus. Harvest Weather. Weather cooperated 
during most of the week as corn, soybean harvest progress remained above 
5-year averages. Average temperatures were 1 to 2° above normal. Low 
temperatures dipped to 29 in Eau Claire, while highs reached the 70s in 
many locations. Rainfall totals last week ranged from 0.07 in La Crosse to 
0.60 inches in Green Bay. Corn conditions 4% very poor, 8% poor, 21% 
fair, 46% good, 21% excellent; 44% harvested for grain, above 2004 
24%, 34% 5-year average. Combines continued to roll across the state as 
harvest progress pushed ahead of historic trends. As soybean harvest slows, 
the pace of corn harvest should intensify. Yields have been higher than 
expected in many locations, with reporters seeing good test weights. 
Producers are starting to have concerns about having enough storage for 
the large crop. Soybean 81% harvest, higher than 2004 65%, 71% 5-year 
average. Harvest is moving closer to completion in many areas. Light frost 
during the week should dry any green stems that were slowing harvest for 
northern growers. Yields have been reported as average for most areas. 
Hay 4" cutting complete 80%, compared to 2004 78%, 76% 5-year 
average. Pasture feeds 8% very poor, 13% poor, 39% fair, 34% good, 6% 
excellent. Fall tillage 25% complete, even with 2004 25%, slightly above 
the 24% 5-year average. Most winter wheat has been planted, and many 
areas are reporting good stands. Cranberry harvest continued in central 
areas of the state. Farmers were busy applying manure and baling corn 
stalks for bedding. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for field work 6.2. Topsoil 12% very short, 
29% short, 56% adequate, 3% surplus. Winter wheat condition 1% poor, 
39% fair, 60% good. Sugarbeets 49% harvested, 61% 2004, 73% 5-year 
average. Sugarbeets condition 15% fair, 85% good. Corn 89% mature, 
72% 2004, 92% 5-yr avg.; 30% harvested, 14% 2004, 37% 5-yr avg.; 
condition 5% poor, 20% fair, 63% good, 12% excellent. Dry beans 89% 
combined, 81% 2004, 94% 5-year average. Alfalfa 3° cutting 87%, 84% 
2004, 92% 5-year average. Hay, roughage supplies 2% short, 69% 
adequate, 29% surplus. Cattle moved from summer ranges 68%. Sheep 
moved from summer ranges 88%. Cattle condition 15% fair, 77% good, 
8% excellent. Calves condition 9% fair, 82% good, 9% excellent. Sheep 
condition 14% fair, 75% good, 11% excellent. Lamb condition 3% fair, 
88% good, 9% excellent. Range, pasture feeds 2% very poor, 13% poor, 
31% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent. For the week ending Friday, October 
21st, temperatures averaged above normal and ranged from 3.4° above 
normal in Jackson to 12.0° above normal in Riverton. The high 
temperature was 81° in Wheatland and the low was 19° in Big Piney. 
Precipitation was mostly below normal. The most precipitation was 
reported in Saratoga with 0.25 inches followed by Laramie with 0.24 
inches and Rawlins with 0.18 inches. 
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October 16 - 22, 2005 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 


HIGHLIGHTS 





EUROPE: Showers alleviated drought on the Iberian Peninsula, 
while dry weather across eastern Europe facilitated fieldwork but 
decreased topsoil moisture for winter grain planting. 


FSU-WESTERN: In Ukraine and Russia, light to moderate 
showers continued to provide much-needed topsoil moisture for 
winter wheat emergence and establishment, but interrupted 
summer crop harvesting. 


MIDDLE EAST: Cool, wet weather in Turkey boosted moisture 


AUSTRALIA: Widespread rain favored filling winter grains in 
western and southeastern Australia, but slowed winter grain 
maturation and harvesting in northern New South Wales and 
Queensland. 


EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry, seasonably warm weather 
promoted autumn fieldwork, including winter wheat planting on 
the North China Plain. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Dry weather in northern Thailand and the 





supplies for winter grain planting and germination. Philippines aided rice harvesting, while flooding continued in 


coffee areas of central Vietnam. 
SOUTH ASIA: Dry weather in northern India favored summer 
crop maturation and early harvesting, while heavy rain in 
Bangladesh and northeastern India caused flooding and harvest 
delays. 


MEXICO: Hurricane Wilma hammered the Yucatan Peninsula, 
but dry weather dominated major southern crop areas. 


BRAZIL: Locally heavy showers persisted in the south, 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: A third week of showery weather _ worsening winter wheat harvest prospects. 


signaled a favorable start to the rainy season. 


ARGENTINA: Warmth and dryness stressed immature winter 


SOUTH AFRICA: Beneficial rain covered southern and eastern —_ wheat in parts of Cordoba and Santa Fe. 


sections of the corn belt, improving local planting prospects. 











Widespread showers in western growing areas contrasted with 
persistent dryness across northeastern Europe. A large area of high 
pressure maintained dry weather across Poland and eastern 
Germany, promoting summer crop harvesting and winter grain 
planting. In Poland, however, a 2-month dry spell has depleted 
topsoil moisture for winter grain planting and establishment. 
Farther west, a slow-moving cold front brought beneficial, locally 
heavy showers (5-55 mm) to the Iberian Peninsula, alleviating 
long-term dryness and providing moisture for winter grain 
planting. Widespread rain (10-50 mm) in France, England, and the 
Benelux countries eased short-term dryness and increased topsoil 
moisture for winter grain planting and germination. Meanwhile, 
mostly dry weather across the Balkans facilitated fieldwork 
following several months of above-normal rainfall. 
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Lee SOUTH ASIA | 
An unusually active late-season monsoon brought locally heavy rain to much of 
southern and northeastern India, while seasonally dry weather prevailed across 
northern growing areas. The monsoon typically has retreated southward into 
central Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh by mid-October. However, widespread 
monsoon showers (15-100 mm) prevailed across Maharashtra and southeastern 
Madhya Pradesh, slowing summer crop harvesting and potentially damaging 
open-boll cotton. In Orissa, heavy rain (60-240 mm) caused local flooding and 
rice harvest delays. Farther east, excessive rain (200-300 mm) in Bangladesh and 
northeastern India halted rice harvesting and caused widespread flooding and 
damage to infrastructure. In southern India, heavy showers (50-150 mm) 
maintained adequate to abundant moisture supplies for recently planted rabi 
(winter) crops, but likely caused fieldwork delays. In contrast, dry weather across 
northern India and much of Pakistan favored summer crop maturation and 
harvesting, although scattered showers (10-25 mm) in far northern Pakistan 
hampered earthquake recovery. 

















2 2 FSU-WESIERN 
An early-week storm spread light to moderate showers across 
most of Ukraine and Russia, providing much-needed topsoil 
moisture for winter grain establishment but causing some 
interruptions in summer crop harvesting. Greatest amounts of 
precipitation (25-50 mm or more) fell in northern Ukraine and 
parts of Russia (southern portion of the Central Region and the 
central portion of the Southern Region). Reports from Ukraine 
as of October 24 indicated that corn and sunflowers were 62 and 
96 percent harvested, respectively. Reports from Russia 
indicated corn, sunflower, and sugar beet were 62, 89, and 
91 percent harvested, respectively. The rain was followed by 
sharply cooler weather that overspread the region during the 
latter half of the week. Sub-freezing temperatures (-6 to 
-1 degrees C) were widespread at week’s end, ending the 2005 
growing season in many areas. Although rain improved 
emergence prospects for winter wheat in major producing areas 
in Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia, unseasonably 
mild weather is needed to ensure that crops become sufficiently 
established before entering dormancy. Typically winter wheat 
in these areas enters dormancy by mid-November. Weekly 
temperatures averaged near to slightly above normal in 
northern Russia (Central and Volga Regions), near to slightly 
below normal in the Southern Region in Russia, and 1 to 
3 degrees C below normal in Ukraine. Winter grains in 
northern Russia continued to cold-harden prior to entering 
dormancy, usually in late October. 


[MIDDLE EAST as) 
Cool, wet weather in western growing areas contrasted with 
dry, warm conditions in the east. A slow-moving disturbance 
triggered widespread showers (15-50 mm) across much of 
central and eastern Turkey, providing favorable conditions for 
winter grain germination and establishment. Locally heavy 
rain (100-200 mm) along Turkey’s north coast maintained 
adequate to abundant moisture supplies for winter grains but 
caused flooding. However, dry weather in western Turkey 
favored cotton harvesting and winter grain planting. 
Temperatures across much of Turkey remained 2 to 6 degrees C 
below normal, with nighttime lows dropping well below 
freezing (-4 to -1 degrees C) across the Anatolia Plateau. 
Farther east, warm (2-6 degrees C above normal), dry weather 
in Iran favored cotton harvesting and winter grain planting. 
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Widespread showers signaled a favorable start to the rainy 
season. After last season’s protracted dry spell, welcomed 
showers (10-50 mm) across Morocco boosted moisture 
supplies for winter grain planting and germination. Farther 
east, scattered light showers (less than 10 mm) in Algeria 
maintained adequate topsoil moisture following the previous 
week’s widespread heavy rain (30-100 mm). Isolated light 
showers (2-10 mm) lingered across northern Tunisia, 
maintaining a 3-week spell of favorably wet weather for winter 
grain planting and establishment. 











Scattered showers (10-25 mm or more) covered southern and 
eastern sections of the corn belt (southern and eastern Free State 
and neighboring locations in Mpumalanga and KwaZulu- 
Natal). The timely rainfall helped to condition fields for 
planting, and locally improved prospects for germination of 
corn and other summer crops. Mostly dry, seasonably warm 
weather continued in the more westerly corn areas (North West 
and central Free State), precluding early sowing but benefiting 
maturing winter wheat. Corn planting usually peaks during 
November but can last until early January. Elsewhere, showers 
(10-25 mm or more) were scattered throughout Northern and 
Eastern Cape, but mostly dry weather dominated Western 
Cape, aiding drydown and harvesting of winter wheat. Rainfall 
was also patchy and light in sugarcane areas of KwaZulu-Natal, 
limiting early growth. 





Unseasonably cool (2 degrees C below normal), showery (4- 
16 mm, locally near 40 mm) weather in southern portions of 
Western Australia continued to favor filling winter wheat and 
barley. Farther east, widespread showers (10-30 mm) and 
warm (about 1 degree C above normal) weather maintained 
favorable yield prospects for filling winter grains in South 
Australia, Victoria, and southern New South Wales. In northern 
New South Wales and Queensland, widespread rain (generally 
15-50 mm, locally more) hampered winter grain maturation and 
harvesting, but provided a welcomed boost in topsoil moisture 
for summer crops, which are typically planted in October and 
November. Temperatures in these latter two areas averaged 
about 1 degree C below normal. 
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Mostly dry, seasonably warm weather continued to dominate key 
summer crop areas of eastern China, aiding drydown and harvesting 
of summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. In addition, conditions were 
generally favorable for winter wheat planting on the North China 
Plain, with lows staying well above freezing in all but the 
northernmost crop areas. In contrast, light to moderate showers (10- 
25 mm or more) continued in west-central China (including the 
Sichuan Basin and upper Yangtze River Valley), maintaining 
moisture for germination of winter grains and oilseeds. Elsewhere, 
mostly dry weather prevailed on the Korean Peninsula and in Japan, 
with rain (10-25 mm or more) generally confined to central and 
northern Honshu. 





[ To SQUIREASIASA 
The seasonal southward shift of monsoon showers continued across 
the region, while flooding persisted in central Vietnam. Mostly dry 
weather in interior Thailand and northern Vietnam aided maturing 
main-season rice and corn harvesting. Meanwhile, a slow-moving 
tropical disturbance triggered another round of heavy rain (200- 
300 mm) across coffee areas in central Vietnam, delaying early 
harvesting and damaging trees and infrastructure. In southern 
Vietnam, moderate showers (25-80 mm) slowed 10” month rice 
harvesting but maintained good moisture supplies for winter-spring 
rice. Isolated showers (25-50 mm) in south-central Thailand 
maintained favorable moisture supplies for newly planted second- 
crop rice. In the Philippines, widespread showers (25-70 mm) 
replaced last week’s favorably dry weather, slowing wet-season rice 
harvesting. Elsewhere, heavy showers (20-100 mm locally more) 
throughout Sumatra and peninsular Malaysia maintained good 
moisture supplies for oil palm, while moderate to heavy rain (25- 
100 mm) spread southward into Java, Indonesia. 








Category 4 Hurricane Wilma brought inundating rain (100- 300 n mm 
or more) and damaging winds (as high as 150 mph) to the Yucatan 
Peninsula. However, the most serious effects of the storm were 
confined to the minor agricultural states of Yucatan, Campeche, and 
Quintana Roo. Mostly dry weather prevailed elsewhere in the south, 
including recently flooded coffee and sugarcane areas of Veracruz, 
Chiapas, and Oaxaca. Warmth and dryness promoted drydown and 
harvesting of corn and other summer crops on the southern plateau, as 
well as in central and northern Mexico. 
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BRAZIL Unseasonably heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) 
Total Precipitation (mm) covered much of the winter wheat belt (notably Parana 
OCT 16 - 22, 2005 and Rio Grande do Sul), keeping unharvested crops 
unfavorably wet and sustaining concerns regarding 
crop damage and reductions in grain quality. 
Elsewhere in the center-south region, seasonable 
rainfall (exceeding 25 mm) maintained moisture 
reserves for citrus, coffee, and the upcoming soybean 
crop in Mato Grosso do Sul, Sao Paulo, and southern 
Minas Gerais. Warmer- and drier-than-normal 
weather (25 mm or less; temperatures averaging 2- 
4 degrees C above normal, with highs in the middle and 
upper 30s degrees C) reduced topsoil moisture 
available for soybean germination in Goias and 
southeastern Mato Grosso. In the northeast, warmth 
and dryness promoted fieldwork in coastal sugarcane 
and cocoa areas, but rain will be needed before planting 
of soybeans and other summer crops can become 
widespread. 








PACIFIC 





Sasa,  Unseasonable warmth and dryness persisted across 

PACIFIC . pe : | BRAZIL” Cordoba and Santa Fe, where moisture was needed for 
: ARAGUAY -— : a : 

OCEAN Lo ——— ___ normal development of reproductive to filling winter 

wheat. Temperatures in the middle 30s degrees C 

compounded stress on the wheat and emerging 

summer crops and caused additional delays in planting 

corn, sunflowers, and soybeans. According to 

Argentina’s Agricultural Secretariat, corn and 

} i —50- sunflowers were 55 and 44 percent planted, 

{Santa FRR Be | respectively, as of October 20. In both cases, planting 

RY’ a was ahead of last year’s pace, although fieldwork 

ad is delays due to insufficient topsoil moisture were noted 

p— in the aforementioned dry locations. Elsewhere, light 

showers (less than 10 mm) kept topsoils moist across 

La Pampa and Buenos Aires, as summer warmth (highs 

in the lower and middle 30s degrees C) promoted 

development of vegetative to reproductive winter 

wheat. Summer crop planting has reportedly 

progressed well in the southern growing areas. Farther 

north, showers (10-25 mm or more) increased moisture 

for cotton establishment in eastern growing areas of 

ARGENTINA Chaco and Formosa, but the remainder of the cotton 


Rio Negro Total Precipitation (mm) belt stayed dry and warm. 
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